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any rate at the present time, failure to canvass is the result of deliberate
policy, since the minimum poll necessary for success is all that is
sought for by the party organizations, which do not wish to burden
themselves with the trouble and expense of getting 'unnecessary*
voters to the poll. In 1929 all parties had to create an organization
in the newly formed wards; but two of the old wards had been re-
duced in size and made more manageable. The percentage voting in
the three wards which were taken in from the county was for some
years, in the few elections that occurred, lower than elsewhere, but it
has now caught up with the other wards. The north ward has always
had markedly fewer contested elections than any of the other original
wards; but its representation has been fairly evenly divided between
Conservatives and Liberals, and when it does have a contest the
percentage polling is not markedly lower than in other wards. The
citizens of the west ward are by far the most contentious.
In the accompanying diagram (Fig. 3 5) an attempt has been made
to correlate the figures of voting at elections with those events of
local history which seem—to judge from the files of the Oxford Times
—to have excited popular interest at the time. Two things must be
borne in mind with regard to this diagram. The first is, that it would
have no sense at all if the voting in the different wards showed com-
pletely different trends. If this were so, one would have to conclude
that the voters were primarily interested in the personality of the
candidate, or in issues affecting their ward alone. But it is clearly not
so; when the percentage voting is high in any ward, it tends to be
high in all the wards, and vice versa. The second is, that the lines on
the diagram signify nothing; they do not signify a gradual downward
trend of public interest (since we have thought it better not to in-
clude by-elections); they are a mere guide to the eye, to enable it to
detect the points representing the figures of the annual elections.
Examining the diagram with these cautions in mind, we cannot
refrain from the conclusion that local issues have very little to do
with the voting at elections, and that this is far more affected by
national issues. At times when matters of immense local importance
are at stake, such as the question whether the transport system of
the city should be municipalized or not, or the question whether the
city boundaries should be extended, the polling is remarkably low; at
times when there is little at stake locally, but big national events
are occurring, the polling is high. It must be admitted that this
explanation does not seem to work for the high figure of 1925, of
which we cannot find any satisfactory explanation.
When we go beyond election statistics, it is difficult to find any

